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Background

TheGlobalassociationofClinicalOfficersandPhysicianassociates(GACOPA)isa
globalorganizationwithworldwidemembershipfrom nationalassociations,societies
,internationalorganizations,privateorganizationsandindividualpractitionerswhoare

qualifiedpracticingclinicalofficers,ClinicalAssociates,PhysicianAssistantsand
Associates,AssistantMedicalOfficers,HealthExtensionOfficers,HealthOfficersSub
AssistantCommunityMedicalOfficersandanalogues.ItsheadquartersareinGhana
(RegistrationNumberCG261482018).TheAssociationhasgrowntocover24countries
andsixothersareinthepipeline.

DiscussionsinformingthisglobalassociationofclinicalOfficers,PhysicianAssistants
andanaloguesbeganin2009andfinallyborefruitin20………….Itiscurrentlyhostedby
theGraduatePhysicianAssociatesofGhana.NoPhysicianclinicianswhoarethecore
ofitsmembershipexistwithdifferentnamestheworldover.GACOPAworkstobring
them together.Theyform acoregroupofClinicianswhohavebeenthebackboneof
healthcareinnumerouscountries1.TheyhoweverlackWHOrecognitionandacommon
nomenclature.GACOPAbringtogetherthiscriticalmasstoensuretheygarnerthe
recognitionfortheirvaluableinputtohealthsystemsandtoseekacommon
nomenclature.
GACOPAiscommittedtoadvocatingforhighstandardsofeducation,research,
leadershipandpracticeareessentialforequityandqualityinUniversalhealthcare.
GACOPAalsofosterssharingofknowledgeacrosstheGlobeforprofessionalstoshare
bestpractice,research,facilitatenetworksandlinkagethathelpstostrengthen
professionaldevelopment.

Prospectswillfurtherseektoaddresstheglobalchallengeofshortageofmedical
practitionersandaddresstheshortfallsofHealthCaresystemswithreferenceto
accessibilitytoaffordablestandardandqualityhealthcare.
GACOPAcomesintoexistenceatanexcitingyetchallengingtimewhentheworld
grappleswithnumeroushealthsystem relatedissues.TheNon-PhysicianClinicianhas
showngreatexpertiseinexecutingtheirmandate,thishasneverbeendisputed2,3,4.
Theyaretheunsungheroesofthesystemsworldwide.GACOPAiscommittedto
assistingthem furtheracceleratehealthrelatedactivitytopropeltheworldtoachieving
UHCbyenhancingrelevantcollaborationsandharnessingopportunitiestoensurebetter
healthworldwide.
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TheConferencewillbeheldinKigali,RwandabetweenMarch5-7,2020.

GACOPA2nd internationalDelegatesandscientificConference

TheroleoftheNon-PhysicianClinicianinhealthsystemsisundisputedworldwide.
However,theyareoftennotrecognizedandoperateinrelativeanonymity,obliviousof
similarcadresinothercountries.GACOPAseektochangethistrendandenhance
enablingpartnershiptowardsachievingequitablehealthcare.Thesecliniciansalso
workinareasthatareremoteormarginalizedandcanbetrainedtoofferlifesaving
interventionsthatimproveaccesstohealthcare.GACOPAprovidesaplatform viathis
congresstoenabletheseclinicianstocometogetheranddeliberateonpastsuccess
butmoreimportantlytopavethewayforabettertomorrow.
Itisagainstthisbackgroundthattheconferenceseekstobringtogethervariouscadres
ofNon-PhysicianClinicianstodrawfrom theirexperienceandtoguidefuturestrategies
towardsattainingprofessionalnetworksandregionalcollaborationsthatraisethe
standardoftheirpracticeandhealthcaredelivery.

TheconferenceTheme:

MaximizingtheimpactofCOsandPAs:AstrategyforachievingUniversalHealth
Coverage

Subthemes

~Roledelineationofclinicalservicesandprofessionalidentity

~Evidencebasedadvocacy

~Intersectionofhealthfinancingandhumanresourcesforhealth

~Servicecapacityandaccesscare

PARTICIPANTS

TheconferencewelcomesallClinicalOfficers,PhysicianAssistants/Associates,Health
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Officers,ClinicalAssociates,AssistantMedicalOfficers,MedicalAssistants,Sub
AssistantCommunityMedicalOfficers,HealthExtensionOfficers,MEDEX,Doctor
Assistants,MedicalLicentiates,SurgicalOfficersandanalogues,organizationsinhealth
Systems,PolicyMakerstotheconference.
Ourtargetis600participantsfrom atleast30countriesspreadacrosstheworld.

Strategy
Sessionswillbeheldthrough

 Plenary
 Paneldiscussions
 Oralpresentations
 Sponsoredworkshops
 Scientificsessions
 Symposia

Theconferenceaimsto

 Toprovidedelegateswithaplatform tointeract,networkandlearn

 Toallowdelegatestodiscussformulateplanstochangeimplement
possiblechangeintheircountries/localhealthsystem

 ToensureGACOPAtouniteandbethevoiceofchangetomakethiscadre
great

 Todiscusschallengesandopportunitiesfacingourcolleaguesfrom
aroundtheworld

 Toexploretasksharing/shifting,asasustainablesolutiontoglobal
healthcare

 Education,trainingandclinicalpracticeinhealthcaresystemsaroundthe
world

Thescientificcommitteewillberepresentativeofinternationalresearchersand
UniversitieslinkedtothepracticeofClinicalMedicine

Inviewtheaboveobjectivesthefollowingquestionswillhopefullybeansweredbythe
endoftheconference

 Whatglobalhealthinitiativeandinnovationscanmakehealthservices
effective,equitableandsafeinthespiritofUHC?

 WhatareClinicalPractitioners’perspectivesonUHCandPHC?
 Bestpracticesandlessonslearntintheareasofadvancedtraining
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,educationandpractice?
 Howcanwepositionourselvesasclinicianstoeffectivelygenerate

informationandeducationaswellasevidencereportstohighlightour
work?

 HowcanweimpactPolicyusingscientificresearchfindings?
 WhatRegionalcollaborationandintegrationopportunitiesareavailable,

howdoweharnessthem orcreatenewonestoenhanceacademia,
researchandprofessionaldevelopment?

 WhatRegulatoryframeworkisbeneficialtoourpractice,whatexists,what
needstobeinplace,whatshouldberevised?

 Howtointegratehealthinallsectors?
 Howtopursuecollaborativemodelsofpolicydialoguesandincrease

stake-holdersparticipation?

Pre-conferenceProgramme

March5th-GACOPAAnnualGeneralMeeting

 Sitevisitsforselecteddelegates,thesiteswillincludehistoricsitesand
healthrelatedcommunityprojects

 Registrationofdelegates

March6th-7th

 Openingceremony
 Fullconferenceprogrammeandposterpresentation
 GalaDinnerontheeveningofMarch7th

AbstractAcallforabstractsfrom aspiringparticipantshasbeenmadewitha
deadlineof

15thJanuary2020.Abstractsaretobesenttoabstract@gacopa.org

GACOPAwelcomesexpressionofinterestfrom health-relatedorganizationswho
could

becomepartners,Contributorsorsponsorsoftheevent
Emailevents@gacopa.org

BUDGET:Theestimatedtotalbudgetfortheconferenceis:………………………….USD

REGISTRATION

Fullconferenceregistration FeesinUSD

InternationalDelegates 100
Delegatesfrom Rwanda 50
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Students 25

EarlyRegistrationstartson1stNovemberwiththeOnlineregistrationstarting
from 15thJanuary,2020viawww.gacopa.org

Theregistrationfeeexcludestransporttoandfrom hostCountry,
accommodation,andtours

CONFERENCEPLANNINGCOMMITTEE

GACOPAaregratefulfortheinitiativethattheLocalplanningandorganizing
committeeundertheleadershipofthe………(RMCOO)PresidentNathanRutatina

KeyinstitutionsthatarepartoftheLocalorganizingCommitteeare:-

 UniversityofRwandaCollegeofMedicineandHealthSciences
 MinistryofHealthRwanda
 RwandaMedicalClinicalOfficersOrganization
 ClinicalOfficersStudentsAssociationofRwanda
 RwandaAlliedHealthProfessionalsCouncil(RAHPC)
 RwandaConventionBureau

Formoreinformationvisitwww.gacopa.orgoremailusonevents@gacopa.org


